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From a Gentleman in the Countrey to ſome 
of his Familiar Friends at London, &c. 


_——. 
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My worthy Friends, 


Mong the manifold Occurrences which this time doth 
fruittully miniſter for exerciſing of mens thoughts, and 
which- gave me with you, while at London, plentiful oc- 
WES cafion of Diſcourſing together ; That concerning thePlot 
9 may juſtly challenge a chief place. The. pleaſant enters 
Soy tainment your friendly and kind Converſe did afford me, 
while I was among you, doth eaſily engage me to adventure to tranſmit 
unto you my more ſerious and retired thoughts upon that Subje, being 
more able, both compoſedly to perpend, and ſedately todigeſt them, when 
T.am removed from the hirrry and confufed and 'contradiftory noiſes of 
that place ; which labour of mine, howevet Impolite, yet as being plain 
and from your Friend, I hope will not prove troubleſom, but rather ac- 
ceptable unto You. | 

You need not my Information to know, that there hath ſcarce any thing 
faln out in this Age, of Matter of Fa&, concerning which the Judgments 
of Mcn do more vaſtly difter, than about this Plot ; tor many do look upon 
it as a thing ſo plain and evident,” that it is to do manifeſt violence to our 
underſtandings and ſenſe, to make' the leaſt queſtion of it ; beſides, That 
they judge it to be a moſt abuſive accuſing of the' Juſtice of our Exg/i/h 
Nation, to make any doubt thereof ; fince, not only the Common Juries 
have found the Evidences ſufficient, but the Great Council of the Nation, 
always commended for their Solidity and Sobriety, have, as with one 
Voice, declared their full Convincement thereof. 

Others there are, who ſcruple not to affirm that there never was any ſuch 
thing as a Plot, and that there is as yet no ſufficient Evidence produced, 
to convince any impartial, unprejudiced man thereof, in reſpe& there is little 
or nothing for Proof, fave the meer Affirmation of the Witneſſes, who 
Leing Perſons under ſuch Circumſtances, until the very time they pretend 
to make this Diſcovery, as ought not by their bare Teſtimony to have 
fuch weight in a matter of this Conſequence, eſpecially being flatly 
contradited by other Witneſſes. To this is objefted, as Evidences of 
Fact, Colemans Letters, that of Pedre, and the Death of Sir Edmond- 
bury Godfrey.” To which 'they make Anfwer, That as. for Colemans 
Letters, they have nothing relating to the Kings Murther , which was 
the great Hinge upon which the ſucceſs of. the Plot _— That of 
Pedre is only ſuſpicious by reafon of other concurring Circumſtances, for 
of it ſelf it could not have proved a ſufficient Evidence. And as to Golfeey's 
Death,. 


(14) 
Death, it is Anſwered, That although that Matter of Fa& be undeniable, 


that he was Murthered, yet it is not ſo manifeſt by whom ; ſince the chief 
Witneſs did once ſolemnly deny,. what he before and ſince has affirmed, and 


5 6.4 beers 116 yr gg iſhed, ating it tot 
Cofttrivance of the Earl of Danby. Theſetthings I thought meet on 
to mention, and not to inſift "upon, leaving to every one to judge of the 


weight of the reſpe&ive Reaſons, as they ſhall ſee moſt cauſe : and becauſe 
Ido.not find that in any of theſe, ſuch as ſeek toil ve the Plot, place the 
greateſt weight, but chiefly in the Speeches aid Proteſtations of the Five 
Jeſuits at their Death, therefore that is the matter I purpoſe chiefly to con- 
ſider : which as I have ſerioufly weighed in my ſelf, fo I will commit the 
ſame to writing with that candor, as I may avoid the leaſt occafion of de- 
ceiving either my ſelf or others. I love not toforce my ſelf unto the belict 
of a he out of prejudice to any, nor yet refrain to beheve a Truth, how. 
ever it may. prove to the diſadvantage of thoſe I may love: ;as:Þ would not 
have blind charity to my greateſt Friends, ſo I would not deny true charity 
to my greateſt Enemies, knowing the oneto be no leſs hurtful thanthe other. 
AbſtraCting then from the probability or not probability of the Plot, up- 
en the nature of the Evidence, or other concurring Circumitances, or how 
r it may be made manifeſt to be a very natural conſ of Popiſh 
Principles, of which much and well. hath been faid by others; The great 
aeſtion here to beenquired into,is, Whether it be probable, that if ſuch a thing 
had been true, and theſe Perſons guilty of it, they would or could have 
denyed.it, in ſuch poſitive, expreſs and ſolemn terms, as they did at the very 
inſtant of their Death? or wifat temptation could be ſtrong enough to per- 
ſwade men to do that whicht ves declared they did abhor, ( to wit, 
all Equivocation or formal Prolocution whatſoever ) in ipſo mortis articulo 2 
Since whatever may be the abſurdities of their. Religion otherwiſe, it is 
known they believe a God, a Heaven, and a Hell, and the Immortality 
of the Soul, and rewards and puniſhments for mens ations, eſpecially the 
men being confeſſed to have been of ſober and ſerious Converſations, accord- 
ing to their own Principles, and in Morals ſuppoſed far to have exceeded 
ſome men of the Reformed Religion. | 
I hope now I have as fully and advantageouſly expreſſed the matter, as 
any Roman Catholick could deſire, in ſo few words ; and I muſt alſo ingenu- 
ouſly acknowledge, that I cannot agree to their ſentiment, who endeavour 
to get over this difficulty, by apprehending there was ſome ſecret falacy in 
the Priſoners Expreſſions at their Execution: torI cannot judgethe men would 
place their Eternal happineſs upon ſo mean a quibble ; nor dolI incline to the 
judgment of ſuch as are apt to believe, that cither with reſpett to Abſolution 
ore received, they did affirm themſtives to be as innocent as the Child wn- 
born, or that they truſted to the Abſolution they might have or did receive 
from one another, - after they ended their Speeches, as reckoning thereby, all 
guilt they AY ſuch denying have incurred, would be cleanſed and re- 
moved from them; for that Game tomeim le forthe former Reaſon, 
in reſpect it is a received Do&trine of the Church of Reme, That no Abſolu- 
tion can proveeffefual, but where the Party confeſling doth truly repent of 
_ deteſt the evil committed, reſolving to amend, which could not be inthis 
"I | 
And yet nevertheleſs, I think it no hard matter to conceive, that theſe 
men might 4n ſuch ſolemn manner affirm themſelves to be innocent, hou 
. really 
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really guilty, and that-not- only to preſerve atid advance the Tntereſt of 
bor Mar tþ but as-ſerivufly —_ deliberately believing that to do ſo, was 
the way to pleaſe God,,and to advantage their own : and this ſeemeth 
to. me. not at all-ſtrange, but eaſily. imaginable, and rhat without the leaſt 
breach of Charity: or injury to thoſe dying men, for making which appear, 
let it be conſidered. - ' | EY. 

That a true and folid-Judgment of mens ations, with reſpe&to their 
future and Eternal Condition, is not to be made according to our Principles, 
who make the Judgment,” but according; to theirs whole ations are to be 
Judged of. That 'may ſeem- very hurthyl and pernicious to the Soul inthe 
Judgment of one man; which is ved to be moſt beneficial and advan- 
tageous by another'; therefore they 'are like to miſtake this caſe, who in 
charity judge hard to believe that tobe true of the Papiſts, becauſe oup Prin- 
ciples would reckon it abominable.lf their plain gcknowledgment did not put 
it beyond doubts, perhaps it might be reckoned as great a breach of Charity, © 
to bel theie men could think, that the wordsof” a Prieft could con» 
vert Bread-and Wine to the Fleſhand Bloud of -Chriſt, andnot only Þo, but 
unto the very Godhead ; ſo that what was formerly real Bread, doth becorne 
in an inſtant, by the Breath of a Prieſt, (though themoſt devauched pro- 
fligate Villajnliving ) thattrueand omanipotent God whorreared allthi 
and that bleſſed. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the great Mediator';z\and thar 
therefare to that Wafer, which both Reaſon and Senſe aſſuregus is Mill the 
fame, is due all the Worſhip, Adoration, Reverence 'athd Sabjeftioft we 
owe to Al ighty God., Nowat we may ſy and that withour breach of 
Charity, as ſurely we can, that Wiſe men; rhat-men who (in a ſence) may 
be called goad.meh, ſuch as believe there is a God, ſuch as en for. 
the Salvation of their Souls, ſeek ro avoid many fins, yea, all chey Judge. 
ſuch, for that end, and ſtudy earngſtly to mortify themſelves: I fay, It, 
ſuch can believe this, and for this end, as judging thereby to pleaſe Ged 
and go to Heaven, firmly evi, -—s lves, thby thould offend God 
and endanger the'Salvation of their Souls, if they;did"*otherways ;, I'wonld 
willingly know of ſober men, what thing can beſo ſtrange, but the 
men may be ſuppoſed to do it for this end, having bncedfunk in a Prihciple, 
that in ſo doing God will be well pleaſed wirhrthem.” If then it can be de- 
monſtrated,"' that theſe Jeſuits, upon Principles receiyed, -and-from their 
very entring into that Profeſſion, drunk/An by them, might really, and eyen 
ol og _ arc EPAIT 166 Arn th orien {man at their 
Death, though :contrary: to''the' T 'marrer of Fact, was pleiſing to 
God, and. wen why antage their Souls, then it, will be no Nha: 


thing to conceive, nor no harih thing to a Ay inf ne by _ 
To make.this then-appeafy ny Fn w things out of thei 
reat Father: 7gratius 'Loyola'his 1 and Riiles to them : in his 
piſtle to his: ren at Portagal, 'He recomends.tothem toexcel or in 
Faſtings and Watchings,"as the other Monks,. but"in the & ocogh fimplicity 
of a blind obedience, which obliged them to /abſcribe wirbour condition to 
the Orders of theit Superior, albeit he ſhould have but little Counſel of Pru- © 
dence to defend theſe his Orders:: Moreover, to offer themſelves by this obe- 
dience altogether in. Sacrifice,” renounce willing! Zog their own right, for ta 
enſlave themſelves and give theinſehves up to the Conduft of the ſame or, 
as "they would do to that if Diving Providence; fromiwhence he Coficludes 
that it cannot be denied, but ſuch an Obedience comprehends mot only the exe- 
| B 


Caution 
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ed, and the wilf #0 do it cheerfully; bat oe 
4 far as the wilt can by'its «f 


' the 8 jor, 
oregver, lic dep, ling 
rhis (ue) ” do Mas * wh a". 0s Tegrts 
fore muſt confirm our. ſelves in this r "olation Roe tfoever the Superior 
Commands, is. the. Fe * Gebehraele? And as they ought to” apply 
themſelves. with all their gour 


S077 affection ta believe whar the Catho + 
Faith th propeſes, ſo alſo they pk to be _ by a certain impetnous blindneſs 
of the will, to do whatſoever the Superior ſays, being defirous to obey without 
or ſearch whatſoever, believing. it was thus that Abraham 
- F, 4 ; if yr” _— his Sow. Jn 
yl P their udyment. 
And in the 2h. p there are the ſame $: he 
wills, That they obey. ih th hen ft a fign of the will of theit Superior 


without xpreſs C dment ; that they ought to: perſwade elves, 
that I ke {gt er obedience - bt to ſuffi yon o ves ts becarricd and 
overned in the, Divine Providen him 24 oy IG avif they were a Ca- 


ver which is tranſported any ways, vr in any manuer as mew pleaſe, aid as 
the Staff of ani Old. Nas which ſerves. te to hold in his hand every where, 


and in what thing) or manner he pleaſes to uſe it, dud that'they be perſiwaded, 
that ba ver # Superior + atiS is juſt, rejetting and roving 


by a bl {. 6 all their own Opinion antl' Judgment, 
p | if in ſervice they refign up thetr own Wand 
their own. 


words of | Jeratius, the Conſtitution of 
its, which by Qath they.do t ves to-fulfil; T-will in cha- 
rity ſuppoſe, that theſe Jeſuits who Suffered'at Tyburn did honeſtly: and 
+ſincerely enter into this Society, bs _ greatly perſwaded in:their minds, 
that, thereby they*would ber 5 monk e their.own Souls ; 
and that accordingly, they 1 uae ors s thid-itioſt effectual 
foraccompli thatend,cheir judgmentandunderſtanding being no 
W- Neſt with:rhe Faith thereof;chan with the Faith of Tranſubſtantiari- 
on, Ink; Gilliry, or the Supremacy of the Seeand Biſhop of Rome, which all 
underſtanding men know to be firmly believed by all real Roman Catholichs,as 
that which 15-4. \Falth x0 lead 'to Heaven; and that many 
oo Wiſe and. Serious men -them,. baye” and' do: live” and die 
Perſwaſion. . The. caſe then thus} may it not rationally-be 


jadged, that upon. Diſcovery of. the the Superiors 3 of theſe: Jeſuits, as 
” tor preſerving the won Ha as ihe deliver 
themielycs from the i: ſo odjons a > der inn commanid theſe 


bh og orat leaſtwilegi nderſtand, 
it was their mi nei chro 8 wrtaar rr 
as coitld be. conceived, that they were as imwocent as Children unborn; of all 
they were. charged . with; for .the .more' full and *the words 
were, ng. s..comprin Ls 'both of 


their Snf 
Jeſyits fu 
7”, and their Profeſſion . in. particular, from ſo, great-a-ica 


the Plotzand jumbling- 


mens minds caſe is-it atry wonder, that theſe thien- 
did very. readily a — cheerfully; herein hee with-the of | 
Yea,. as -on-the one hand, it- were madneſs to think the: 


Tale 8 not to uſe this te their Rei | 
as knack te preſerve their go __ 
W 


"when he aid, 


ſerve or exception, ail cannot do off 


aſe with greater 
ie, ot-a houſe from being 
may be the Reb jonfrom Ruin E; ont 
hand, it 1s moſt Boy tha j5 e hn re 
themſelves: favoured; than wronged by their Superiors, in impoſing upon 
them a neceffiry chu$.ro afſert their, Tnnocency ; for. ſince, (_as is above 
ſhewn) their Principles did: we : them to believe thelclves fate, as to 
God and Heavenward, &, by tefice, ſure 4t could not but be far 
more acceptable for the ye as Ingocent and ap bas than as 
op" j it-be t frank that men at their Death 

Fw 1 hold fach Prinaghes, it, may bealſo thought ſtrange men 
believing Tranſubſtantiarien, Purgatory, &c. Did not. Papits Fg rather 


than roati the Popes Supremacy, in Zemry the 8:þs. days? forhis will not 
ſeem ſixarige to any Who conſider the power r and influence of wing, 
or believing any Opinion in matters Religious, for its being pla  placedypo 


Mey overcomes all rea untill rhe mind be oyerpo dy lomeriiing 
that can more-fully 41t. Did not Chriſt pat ya Ring tot doubr 
In killing you the Pal think they do Fed good Service} and we 
read that a certainwtdian iy hal leof Wood, and burned himſelf before 
Alexanderthe Great, and another ea did the like at Athens; hence 
that Proverb. of. > Ancients Tantum Religio potuit. TE it be thenno won- 
der to ſee a Papiſt Uye believing Tranſubſtantiation, it is no wonder to ſee 
a Jeſuit dye obeying arid anſwering the Rules of his Order ;- yea; leſs, fince 
men are uſually more Zealous for the performance of thoſe extraordinary 
Tyes, than for the common Rules of their Religion. Asfor example, no 
underſtanding. Papiſtthat will be uigenuous, can deny, but it is eſteemed nx 
them a greater ſin for a Prieſt to-marry than to commit Adultery with 
anothes mans Wife, alchough the one be to fin againſt the poſitive Law of 
God, and the other only to-tranſgreſs a human Conſtitution. So that if 
we will ſuppoſe theſe Jeſuits to-have been. true, honeſt and fincere in their 
own Profeition, we may with great charity ſuppoſe, yea, we cannot with- 


- out breach. of charity think- otherwiſe, - than that, albeit they were 


guilty , of the things charged them, yet they both mightand 

ro havedenied them,and that in ſuch manner as they did; and tht they could 
not have done otherwiſe, unleſs they had been falſe and diſhoneſt t: to their 
own Principles , and haye utter] forſaken them, which we know; and on all 
hangs is confeſſed, they did not. This I ſhall evince by one or two Syllogiſms 
deduced from the Maxims abovementioned. 

- Whoever ought in Obedience to his Superior; become blind renounce all 
his own' right Judgment and Will, ſul ubjett 96! wato the C ondud2 of the 


. Jams Superior, as to the Providence of God, do all that he Commands, Wil 


af xy he Wii is, Fudge as he Judges, and. perſwade himſelf ( with the ſame 
iſpoſition that the Articles of Faith are believed, or that Abraham believed 


God') that all "his: Commandments are the Commandments of God himſelf : 
ought to 'abey without exception, and cannot without remowncing *» Religion 


do otherwiſe, F bak 
And again, whoever ſweirs'to-obey Superior, without main 
: Wantrents, whatever they are, and Fc 4 
& Tz wot;. #0 | Antapes"< 
And 


diſquiſition or ſearch of bis ComWi 
calling in queſtion whether he con 


to ' che limits of a Poſt 

jr unto you, and'that you WW kr 
ED to The ſomes of tag" 

Sean 6 ave fruitful, rn W 

Friend to ſerve you, 


From as the 6th of 
xn 1679. 
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